SEMIR AMIS 
Hermetically Sealed , 


C3 —_ he (ſhall find the Treaſures 
7 Kings, inexhauſtible Riches to 
his content. 
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Which if a Wiſe-man| 


open (not the Ambitious Covetous | 


| He that exerciſeth Love, will apprehend what I 


ſay : but if I ſpeak to the ungrateful, be ſhal 
not comprehend my f: [ings 


Aug. of Divine Love, 


Pelican in Little Britain. 1684. 
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Moſt Noble and moſt Famous, 
S.R. }. curious in the inſpeCti- 
on of Nature, and my moſt 
> honoured Patrons. 


$ Ot only m former times, but 
alſo in this old Age of the 
World , nothing hath been 


deeper buried, nor hitherto more defired 
by all,eſþecially the lovers of Art, than 
the knowledg of that great Myſtery of 
the Philoſophers, which by a known 
word 1s called the Philotophers- 
Stone ; We therefore preſervmg the 
Inſcription of the Monument, do raiſe 
this Knowledge, buried and obſcured 
under the pretext of the Tomb of the 
moſt wiſe Semiramis, formerly ueen 
of Babylon, out of its Graye, and 
A 2  .- 
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The Epiſtle 
preſent it to the view of the Learned, 
which if ( not an ambitious covetous 
Cyrus, but) a wiſe man open, be will 
to his ſatisfattion find Royal ang in- | 
exhauſtible Treaſures : 1 may alſo add | 
conſtant Health : which two, you will ; 
ſay, are the principal ſupporters of an / 
happy life. : 

But ſome haply of no ſmall ingenu- f 
ity will magm that this "Tomb may be / 
opened by Womens work, or Childrens + 

ſport : but let them know that this 
Knowleds is a moſt deep River gvhere- 
in the Lamb wades, that is, the up- 
right profiteth ; and the Elephant 
ſwims, that 1s, the moſt Learned do 
fluftuate, yea are drowned in their 
opinions, errors and doubts ; whilſt one 
15 yet doubtful concernms the true ſub- 
ject of the great Work, yea generally 
a ftranzer to it; another very ſolicitous 

| i21 


{ 


Dedicatory. 


in acquirmy the ſophical Mercury, 


wearyeth himſelf with unſucceſSful la- 


bours, not knowmg what it is, or of 
what form ; Another tortures limſef 


with vam perplexity to know w hat the 
Philoſophers Fire 1s, what the magical 
Elements, the Ky, or diſſolving Men- 
ſtruum, whence it is to be drawn, 
whether [weet, Gr corroſive : ? Cold or 
fiery * it hath troubled me often to ſee 
ſuch men ſo concerned, and in vain 
laborious m thoſe things, wherem they 
at lenzth could fmd nothmg but vanity 
and af lition of mind ; . wherfore Com- 
muiſerating them by the 1mpulſe of Cha- 
rity, I do Freely mmpart (though many 
will accuſe me as Tuity of Y iolated ſt- 
lence) the Light merciful Communu- 
cated to me ) at they may uſe the ſame 
as a Key t9 the Sanctuary of that [a- 
cred Anowle.le. 

A} But 
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The Epiſtle. 

Bat the curious Induſtry, and indefa- 
tigable Curioſity of you, being moſt ex- 
cellent in the exait Arcana's and Work 
of Polydxdalus nature, having invited 
all the Learncd men of the World by your 
moſt ſweet incitrments, to communicate 
the moſt ſecret things, enjoyneth and ob- 
ligeth me to make you (the genuine Sons 
of all ſorts of Knowledg) Heirs of this, 
which in my judgment u« the moſt exact 
and curious Work of all Nature, But 
who [ am, enquire not. I am a man that 
makes it my ſtudy to profit others, your. 
Friend, and au admirer of your Vertues, 

| kxown to many, at leaſt by name. 

Farewell therefore , ye Students of 
Nature, and High-Prieſts of Art, the 
lofty Stars of Germany, God be with 
you, and with hi Power ſtrengthen your 
Works and Thoughts, that they may be 
highly advantagionus to the whole Com- 
moawealth of Learning, for the encreaſe 
of the Publick-good , and the immortal 
Glory of your own Names, 


From my Study, 
Jan.l. 1674. THL 
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g CHAP. I. 

4 Of the Phyſical ſubject of the Philo- 

ſophers Stone. 


HE Fear of the Lord 1s 
the beginning of our 
Work, and the end 
Charity, and love of 
our Neighbour. En» 
tring therefore with 
the athitance of our 

- good God upon "I divine a Work,it muſt be 

/ hiſt enquired, what the ſubject thereof is. 

For as a Plough-man in vain prepares his 
Ground for Harveſt, unleſs he be aſſured of 
the Seed 3 fo allo he prepares the Chymical 


Ground without any recompence , it he 
: A 4 Knows 
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knows not what he ſows thercin: and herc- 


7 


in at this day many do perplex themſelves, 


and are hurricd into different opinions. 
Butthis 1s not a place to diſculs all theſc 
things, whilſt ſome do ſeek it in the Ani- 
mal Kingdom in Blood, Sperm, Sweat, U- 
rine, Hair, Dung, Egs, Serpents, Toads,Spi- 
ders, &c. Others are with great diligence 
imploy'd in the Vegetable Kingdom, cſpeci- 
ally in Wine for the unprofitable Magllicry. 


For though it be manifelt to us, that the ſu- 


preme Medicine of our health may bc ob- 
tained in either Kingdom, and indeed in 
Man, (eſpecially in his heart) as alſo in 
Wine: for as Gold contains the vertucs of all 
Minerals, fo do theſe two comprehend the 
powers of all Animals and Vegctablcs as 
contracted into one 3 yet that the great work 
of Philoſophers could be made trom then, 
was nevcr inthe thought of any Adept, it 15 


therefore requiſit to be ſought in theMincral | 


Kingdom. But there is alſo here a grcat 
company of Diſſenters, ſo that we have necd 
of an Oedipus. For ſome there be that think 
ro extraCt it out of the middle Mincrals, as 
they call them, namcly, Salt, Nitrc, Alom, 
and ſuch othcr, but all in vain, bccauſe thcy 
haye in them no Argcnt vive, into which 
_ they maybe reſolved; in which ciror cyen 
We 1n OUT primitive 1gnorance Were allo tn- 


volvic. | 


L 
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volved. It remains therefore to be ſuppo” 
ſed, that Metals are the Phyſical fubje& of 
our bleſſed Stone. But here Alſo the matter 
15 in ſuſpence, becauſe Metals are ſome per- 
tc and ſome imperfect. 

But in hne we fay, that all fuſed Metals, 
but eſpecially the not tuſed, though im- 
perfect, may by the intimate depuration of 
their original pollution (which yet is very 
dithcult, and by outward appearance ſcarce 
poſſible) be the ſubject of the Stone,where- 
of, faith Flamel, Gene have opcratcd in Fu- 
Piter, others in  __ but I ( ſaith he) have 
opcrated and fourd it out in Sol: and in 
Exercit. ad Turbam it is read, That all Metals 
clean and wnclean 2re incernal'y $01, and Luna, 
and Mercury, but there is one true Sol, which 1; 
drawn from them. And the Author of the 
ſecret work of the Hermcetick Philoſophy, 
Can. 16, {aith, He that ſeeks the Art of multi- 
plying and perfecting imperfect Metals but by 
the nature of Metals, dates from the truth; 
for Metals muit be expecie4 from Metals, as the 
ſpecies of Man from Man, of Beaſt from Beat. 
And Can. 18. He procceds thus: PerfetF 
Bodies are endowed with a more perfect Seed ; 
under the hard ſhell therefore of the perfedt Me- 
tals lieth the perfect Seed, which he that 
knoweth bow t1 extra by Philoſophical Re- 
{Uution, is eritred into the Royal Path. SO 
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alſo that Anonymous Philalethes in his In- 
trodudction into the King's Sacred Palace, 
Chap. 19. concerning the progreſs of the 
Work in the fr(t forty days;There is indeed 
in all ( even in thecommon) Metals, Gold, 
but nearer in Gold and Silver, though (as 
the ſame Adept ſpeaks well) there is yet one 
thing in the Metallick Kingdom of an admi- 
rableoff-ſpring, in which our Gold is nearer 
than in common Gold and Silver , it you 
ſeck it in the hour of its nativity, which 
melts in our Mercury, as Icc in warm Water, 
Ec, 

But leaving now theſe more imperfect 
Metals, at preſent we declare thoſe two 
?rcat and more pertect Luminarics Sol and 
Luna,to wit, Gold and Silver.to be the Phy= 
fical ſubject of the Stone,which way a great 
part of hy Philoſophers have followed,and 
came to their detired end. Which ſame thing 
Augurelius thews, 2 Chryſop. when he faith, 
Take 2 Metal pure, and purged of all its droſt, 
whoſe Spirit recedes in its ſecret part, and being 
prefied with a great weight, lives privily, and 
deſires to be releaſed from hands, and to be ſent 
out of priſon to Heaven, being ſpread into thin 
plates, The ſame in Chryſ. lib.1. Seek, not the 
principles of Gold any-where elſe : for in Gold 
is the ſeed of Gold though being cloſe ſhut up, 
it retires further, and is to be ſought by us with 

| tedious 
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zedious labour. And concerning the digni- 
ty of both the Luminarics, Lzlly, that Star 
of Spagyrick Philoſophy, in his Book, P.M. 
28. faith, 1wo are more pure than the reſt, name- 
Iy, Gold and Silver, without which the Work 
cannot be begun or finiſhed, becauſe in them is the 
pureſt ſubſtance of Sulphur perfectly purified by 
the ingenuity of Nature, and out of theſe two 
bodies prepared with their Sulphur or Arſenich, 
our Medicine may be extracicd, and cannot be 
had without them, And Clangor Buccine faith, 
Tou muſt operate prudently and expreſly, becauſe 
neither Sol nor Luna can be without ferment, 
and any other ſeed or ferment is not proper and 
uſeful, but Gold to the red, and Silver to the 
white which bodies being firſt ſubtiliated n= 
der weight, muſt then be ſowed, that they may 
putrify and be corrupted > where one form being 
deſtroyed, another more noble is put on, and this 
is done by the means of our Water alone, From 
hence a ccrtain Anonymous in his Anſwer 
excellently concludes 3 As Fire is the principle 
of Fire, ſo Gold is the principle of Gold , ſuch 
as the Cauſe is, ſuch is the Effe ; ſuch as the 
Father, ſach tht Son 3 ſuch as the Seed is, ſuch 
is the Fruit > Man penerates Man, and a Lion 
a Lion, 

But you will ſay, The Philoſophers at- 
hrm, that the matter ought to be ſuch, that 
the Poor as well as the Rich may obtain it 


trom 
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from whence that faying is, Gad hath grant- 
ed this treaſure to be ſought by all men; nor doth 
he deny that great Good to any man, except to 
him that makes himſelf unworthy by the depra- 
ved affeftions of his heart. And Geber, Tou 
ought not to conſume your goods becauſe of mean 
price : if you underſtand the principles of Art, 
which we ſhall deliver to you, you will attain to 
the compleat Magijtery. For if it were Gol4, or 
any ſuch coſtly thing , the Poor would be con- 


ſtrained to poſtpone this glorious Wark, And 


whereas an Artiſt may often-times happen to 
erre, 2 poor man conld not repeat the Work after 
an error committed, which muft abſolutely be 
done, if there be no other remedy, And Lilium; 
This Stone is openly ſold at the meaneſt rate, 
which if the Sellers knew, they would keep it in 
their hands. and by no means ſell it, And an- 
other Anonymous, Orr expences exceed not 
the price of two Florins : which Arnoldus thus 
conhrms 3 Hold faſt, becanſe the charge of our 
molt noble Art exceeds not the price of two pieces 
of Gold in its emption, that 1s, in the opera- 
tion. And Geber faith, If in operations you 
loſe your money, reflect not injurionſly on 1s, but 
impute it to your oren impriudence for our Art 


requires n9 great expences . 


To which we an{wcr 3 That we never 
denicd, that bulidcs Gold and Silver therc 
15 not alſo granted another ſubject of mcan- 

cr 
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cr value, where we excluded not imperfe&t 
Metals, as we rhentioned before out of an 
Anonymous Philoſopher in theſe words; 
There is yet one thing in the Metallick, Kingdom 
of an admirable beginning, ©c. though man 
Philoſophers would have this vile price to k 
underſtood of our diflolving Mcnſtruum. 

Moreover, you will ſay out of Sendivogizs 
Tra. 11, in your Opcrations take not com- 
mon Gold and Silver . tor theſe are dead 
things. 

We anſwer, by granting that the Stone 
15 not made of coniumon Gold and Silver, as 
ſuch,and ſo long as they are dead, but when 
reſuſcitated, and reduced into their hrſt {e- 
minal nature, and made like unto the Philo- 
ſophcrs Gold, then do they not only expreſs 
their (ced, but alſo do ſerve inſicad of ter- 
ment : which a certain Philoſopher contirms 
in theſe words, ſaying 3 Neither the ancient 
nor the modern Philoſophers h.xve ever made any 
thing but Gold of Gold. and Silver of Silver, yet 
that ws not common Gold or Silver, | 

By which it appears, that the Philoſophers 
Gold is not common Gold, neither in colour 
nor in ſubſtance, but that which is extract- 
ed from them is the white and red tindure. 
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CHAP. II, 


What the Phyſical or Philoſophers 
Gold 1. 


He Philoſophers Gold or Silver, is a me- 

ta llick body, reſolved into the laſt mat- 

ter, to wit, into Mercury, which is the firſi 

mattcr of the Stone, and is thus proved: 

Every thing 1s trom that into which it is rc- 

ſolved : But all Metals are reduced into Ar- 
gent vive 3 ergo, they were Argent vive. 

For, according to the common opinions 

of Philoſophers, that which the wiſe men 

ſeek is in Mercury. Morcover, Mercary is thc 


_ radix in Alchymy, becauſe trom it, by it, 


and in it are all Metals. And Theophraſtus 
(that moſt protound Sca of the Spagyrick- 
Philoſophy) thus ſpcaks concerning the hit 
matter of Metals: To extra Mercury from 
metallick bodies, is aothing elſe but to reſolve 
or reduce them into their firſt matter.that is,run- 


ning Mercury,even ſuch as it was in the center of 


the Earth, before the generation of Metals,to wit, 
a. moiſt and viſcous vapour, which is the Phil- 
Md Gold or Silver, containing in it inviſibly 
the Mercury and Sulphur of Nature, the princt- 
ples of all Metals, which Mercury is of ineffa- 


ble vertue and efficacy,and contains divine ſecrets, 
CHAP, 


n 
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CHAP, III. 
Of the preparation of Bodies for the 
Philoſophers Mercury. | 


&= ſaith, If you deſire, to operate, you muſt 
neceſſarily begin your Work in the ſoluti= & 
en or ſublimation of the two Luminaries 5, becanſe | 
the firſt degree of the Workis, that Argent vive 
may be made from thence but becauſe theſe, as 
the more perf edt Bodies,are cloſer bound, and have 
an harder coagulation, that they may be reduced 
into Mercury, they do in the firſt place require 
preparation, and phyſical calcination, which in- 
deed is not ſo neceſſary in Silver , for by reaſon 
of the cleanneſi and ſoftneſs thereof, our Water 
eaſily as upon it , which is not done in Gold, 
Pee other Metals. which do all require Cal- 
cination, on which our IWater then more eaſily 
as, eſpecially if thoſe which are impure be depu- 
rated for the ſimalitude of ſubſtance. 
Concerning the Calcination of Bodies out 
of the ſecret Work of the Do@or and Biſhop of 
Trent for the Philoſophers Stone : Metals to 
be diſſolved ought to be firſt calcined or 
purged in Lac virginis, and Lzyna being mott 
hne and (ubtill-vled, mutt be diffolved im 
Aqua-fortis and diſtilled rain-water in which 
$al Armonigck, or common Salt hath been duf- I 
lolved 5 
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ſolved 3 then it muſt be precipitated intoa 
moſt white Calx, and waſhed in decanted 
watcr, and the Calx mult be edulcorated in 
other tain-water hot, that all the ſaltneſs 
and acrimony may be taken away, then 
mult it be drycd, and it will be a moſt pure 
Calx. 

But Gold muſt be calcined after this 
manner: Make an Amalgame with Gold 
(which mult be hrit depurated by the Body 
of the blackEagle,that it may be made beau- 
tiful and glorious above meaſure) and Mer- 


cury very well purged with Salt and Vine- 
gar, and ſtrained through Leather, put it 


in purified Aquafortis, that all the Mercury 


may bedifſolved, decant the Aquafortis from 
the Calx of Sol, waſh the Calx as aforeſaid 
in warm water, and dry it with a gentle 


eat, that Calx (if artificially and lightly 


reverberatcd, yet ſo that it low not) will 
be converted into a moſt beautifnl Cro- 
CHS. 

Gold that it may be reduced into the firſt 
Matter, or Mercury ot Philoſophers, is thus 
otherwiſe calcined, whereof Paracelſus, in 
his7thBook of Metamorphoſ 15 CONCErniINg Ic- | 
ſuſcitation,declares,namecly; that Metatmuſt 
be calcincd with revivihed Mercury, by put- 
ing Mercury withthe Metal into a Stblima- 
tory, digeſting them together, till an Amal- 

game 
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game be made, then f.:blunc the Mercury 
with a modcratc Fire, and bruiſc it with the 
metallick Ca]Jx, and as betore, repcat the dis- 
geſtion and ſublimation, and that ſo often 
till the Calx being put toa burning Candle 
will mclt like 1ce,or wax. This Metal ſo pre- 
parcd, put todigetiion 'in Horſe-dung orin 
Bal.Marie, moderately hot, digelting it for a 
month. and the Metal will be converted in- 
toliving Mercury, that is, Into the firſt mat- 
tcr, which is called the Philoſophers Mercu- 
ry 3 and the Mercury of Metals, which many 
have ſought, but tew have found, 

Foachimps Poleman of the Myſtery of the 
Philoſophers Sulphur, by help < his dupl:” 
cated and fatiated Corrotive, divides a Me- 
tal into the leatt Atomes, and dilacerates it 
to be delivered to the hery Menſtraxm, dil- 
ſolving it to a tinging Soul. 

Ic is calcined by us another and better way, 
which Calcination we rather call the firſt ſo- 
lution, and it is done by pouring the Wine 
of Lite to the Calxes of Sol or Lana atore- 
{aid, put into a Phial, (which is our Menftru- 
am, of which hereatter in Chap. 6. to the 
heighth ot a fingers breadth, and putting to 
an Head or Alembick, they _— be digelied 
in Athes, or alto in Sand, nd coagulated 3 
being coagulated, you mult pour on new 
Menſiruum, a5 betore, and coagulate, _ 
| B chat 
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- dined mult be put into a Phial hermetical- 


-2m 


that thrce or tour times, or till the metal- 
lick Calx imclt at the frc ke Wax or Ice. 
which: isa tign of ſufficient Philoſophical 
calcination 3 and this is done with the prc- 
(crvation of the Mctal in 1ts primitive vcr- 
tue; and this is that which Ariſtotle faith 
in the Roſary, joyn your Son Gabricius(dearer 
#9.yore then all your Children) with his Siſter 
Beja, who is @ tcnaer ſweet and ſplendid Vir- 


gin. 


_ —_— 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the ſecond and true Philoſophical 


Solution of Bodies, and their re- 
duftion mto Mercury. 


Aving performed Calcination, or the: 

tuſt Solution,whereot we have ſpoken 
in the preceding Chapter, and which (as 
the anonymous Philoſopher in his Golden 
Treatiſe of the Philoſophers Stone in his An- 
{wer hath it ) ought to be ſweet and fully 
natural that is, which ſhould without noiſe 
diſſolve the Subject with the preſervation of 
its radical moiſture, then the Bodies fo cal- 


ly 
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ly ſcaled, and in a gentle heat of Bal. Mar. 
Or Dew, be digeſted, or putrified the {pace 
ot a Philolophical Month : tor a voluntary 
Solution 1s better than a violent 3 a tem- 
perate, than a ſpecdy 3 as the Philoſopher 
hath it. And thus is made the ſecond and 
true Solution of a Mctal into viſcous water, 
or a certain Oleity with the preſervation of 
the radical moiſture, in which is the true 
metallick Sulphur, together with the true 
and moſt noble Mercury : for one of them is 
always the Magnet, and remains folving with 
the ſolved, and detires to continue inſepa- 
rably, and that becauſe of the timilitude of 
ſubltance. Wheretore the Ancients {aid,Na- 

ture rejoyceth in Nature, Nature overcom- 
eth and altereth Nature, whereby the effen- 
tial or formal Solution is diſtinguiſhed trom 
the corroſive Solution. But you mult know 
that from Luna is obtained a liquor, or green 
tinQure, which is the true Elixir of Lzna, 
and the highelt Arcanum to comfort the 
Brain. But from So! by <qual putritaction 
is produced a Liquor of the higheſt redneſs, 

which is the true Elixir of Sol, and the 
quinefſence of Metal. Whercot, ith G cher, 
we inake ſanguine Gold better than that 
produced by Nature, which Nature no wiſe 
makes. Concerning this Vitcolity, Geber 
further ſpeaks briefly : Fe have moſt exactly 


2 tried 
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tried all things, and that by approved Reaſons, 
but we could never find any thing permanent in 
Fire, except the viſcous Moiſture, the ſole radix 
of all Metals , when as all the other Moiſtures 
being not well united in homogeneity do eaſily flee 
from Fire, and the Elements are eaſily ſeparated 
from one another, but the viſcous Moiſture, to wit, 
Mercury is never conſumed with Fire, nor ts the 
IV ater ſeparated from the Earth, but they either 
remain altogether, or go altogether away. 

But will you cnquire in what weight the 
Menſtiruumis to be eſpouſed toa Metal? The 
Philoſophers Roſary faith, As in the working 
of Bread 2 little Leaven leaveneth and ferment- 
eth a great quantity of Paſte; ſo alſo a modicum 
of Earth is ſufficient for the nutrition of the 
whole Stone. Ariſtotle nominates the weight, 
ſaying, do thus, and co@t till the Earth (that is, 
the Gold) hath exhauſted ten parts of the Wa- 
ter. 

The Author of Novum Lumen at the end 
of his Book breaks forth into theſe words; 


There ought to be ten parts of Water to one 
part of Body : and by this way we make 


' Mercury without common Mercury, by taking 


ten parts of our Mercurial Water (that is, the 
Mercurial Oyl ot Salt putrehed and alembi- 


cated) which is an uneious vapour, to one part 


of the body of Gold , and being. included in a 


Veſſel* by continual cofiion , the Gold is made 
| Mer- 
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Mercury, that is, an nniuons vapour, and not 


common Mercury, as ſome falſly do imagine, 


i —— 
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CHAP. V. 
What a Quinteſſence properly is. 


JIARACELSUS in his third Book of long 
Lite, chap. 2. diſcourſeth thus: A Dwint- 
eſſence is nothing elſe but the goodneſs of Na- 
ture, ſo that all Nature paſſeth into a ſpagyrick 
mixture and temperament, in which no corrup- 
rible thing, and nothing contrary is to be found, 

He alſo in his fourth Book Archidox. of 
the Quinteſſence ſaith, 4 Sreinteſſence is 2 
matter which is corporally extracied out of all 
Creſcitives, and ont of all things that have life, 
being ſeparated from all impurity and mortality, 
moſt purely ſubtiliated, and divided from all the 
Elements thereof. 

And alittle after in the {2me place 3 Toz 
ought to know concerning the Duinteſſence, that it 
is a matter little and ſmall, lodged and har- 
boured in ſome Treez Herb, Stone, or the like 
the reſt is a pure body, from which we learn the 


ſepa ration of the Elements. 


Repeſciſſa concerning the Guintcſſence, in 
chap. 5. about the end, faith, The @uint- 


B 3 eſſence 
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eſſence which we ſeck, is therefore athing mgeni- 
ated by divine breath, which by continual aſcen- 
ſions and deſcenſions is ſeparated from the cor- 
ruptible body of the four Elements , and the rea- 
ſon 1s, becauſe that which is a ſecond time, and 
often ſublimed, is more ſubtile, glorified and ſe= 
* parated from the corruption of the fourElements, 
then when it aſcends only once ; and ſq that 
which is ſublimed even to a thouſand times, and 
by continual aſcenſion and deſoenſion comes to ſo 
great a tertue of glorification, that it is a com- 
pound almoſt incorruptible, as the Heavens, and 
of the matter of the Heavens, and therefore cal- 
led Quinteſſence becauſe *tis in reſpet? of the 
Body, as the Heavens are in reſpect of the whole 
World, almoſt after the ſame way : by which 
Art can imitate Nature, as by a certain like, 
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very near and connatural way. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the Philoſophical Fire, or Diſ- 
ſolving Meanſtruum, or our - 


Liquor Alkahelt. 


He preparation of this Water, or moſt 

noble Juice, ( which is the Kings true 
Bath) the Fhiloſophers always hcld occult, 
Wy {o 
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ſo that Bernard Count Treſne and Neigen, 
Book 2. ſaid, he had made a vow to God, 
to Philoſophers, and to Equity, not plain- 
ly to explain himſelf to any man. becauſe it 
1s the moſt ſecret Arcanum of the whole 
Work, and is fo indeed 3 for if this Liquor 
were jmaniteſted to every man, Boys would 
then deride our Wiſdom, and Fools would 
| be cqual to the Wiſe, and the whole World 
would ruſh hither with a blind impulſe,and 
| run themſelves headlong without any rc- 
| gard to Equity or Picty, to the bottom of 
Hell. Augurellus calls this Menſiruum Mer- 
cary in theſe words : 


Tu qaogz nec captis Cyllent auAacibus unguam | 
Defweris Argentum vulgo quod vivere dicunt 


Sufpicit, & tantis preftant primordia rebus. 


Nor is Argent vive ever wanting, to the bold 
undertaking of Cylenxs, it yeclds principles 
to great things. The {ame doth George Kip- 
p ley judge in his Preface of thc twelve Gates: 
I will tcach you truly, that theſe are the 
Mercuries that are the keys of Knowledge, 
which Raymynd calls his Menſtr: 2's, without 
which is nothing, donc. Geber names It 0- 
& therwiſe, ſaying, by the molt high-God, this 
ie 15 that Water, which lightcth Candles, gives 
t, light to houſes, and yeelds abundance ot 
B 4 Richcs 
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'Þ |; Riches, Oh the Water of our Sea! Oh our 

1 | Sal Nitre appertaining to the Sea ot the 
World ! Oh our Vegetable! Oh our hxt 


| [ and volatile Sulphur! O the Capwt mortuum, 
| | or fxces of our Sea ! : 


q | Trigenſine in his ſecret work of the Philo- 
'8F ſophers Stone, faith : The Watcr which 
Pf Philoſophers uſed for the complement cf 
: the Work, they called LacVirginis,Coagulum, 
the Morning-dew, the Quinteſſence, Aqua- 
vite, the Philoſophers Daughter, &c. 
Paracelſus variouſly alſo, Azoth, Spirit of 
Wine temper'd and circulated, Mercurial- 
f Water, Sendtvogius, Chalibs, Rrupeſeiſa, Vi- 
negar moſt nobly diſtilled. 

| Van-Helmont ( that |moſt profound Philo- 
1:1 4 ſopher by Fire ) called it, the Liquor Alka- 
Af 1 | beſt, and thus deſcrib'd it : The Liquor Al- 
LS kabeſt rcſolves every viſible and tangible bo- 
ſ 5 dy into 1ts hiſt matter, preſerving the power 
i of the Seed, conccrning which the Chymitlis 
ſay, the Vulgar burn by Firc, but we by Wa- 
tEr., 

We, by the Philoſophers leave, are thoſe 
that can at will give names to their pro- 
ducts, do call it the Mercurial Oyl of Salt 
putretied and alenibicated : for Oyl is ex- 
alted to an higher degree of a fiery quality, 
as It is the foundation of the whole metal- 
lick ſolution, (which is to be well obſerved) 

with- 
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without which nothing can be advantagi- 
ous in the Art, and it "Gs the part of a Wo- 
man in our Work, and 1s defervedly called 
the Wife of Sol, and the Matrix and it is 
the hidden Key to open the cloſe Gates of 


Metals 3 for it diffolvcs calcined Metals, it 


calcines and putrehes the volatile and ſpiri- 
tual, it tingeth into all colours, and is the 
beginning, middle and end of TinEuresz 
and is of one nature with Gold.as Arn.deVil- 
Iz Nova athrms, unleſs that the nature of 
Gold is compleat,digetied and hxcd : but the 
nature of the Water is incomplcat, indigeſt- 
ed and volatile. Ina word, it is the Philo- . 
{ophers Firc, by which the Tree of Hermes is 
burnt to aſhes. 

Concerning this Fire Fohannes Pontanus 
in his Epiſtle faith, The Philoſophers Fire is 
not the Fire of Balneo, nor of Dung , nor of 
any thing of that kind, which the Philoſo- 
phers have publiſhed in their Writings 3 it 
is mineral, it is cqual, it is continual, it eva- 
pourates not, unleſs it be too much incen- 
ſed it participates of Sulphur 3 1t 1s taken 
elſewhere than from the matter it divide, 
diſſolves calcines and congeals all thingszand 
it is a Fire with modcrate burning 3 1t 15 a 


compendium without any great-charge,be- 


cauſe the whole work is pertected there- 
with. Study therefore therein : for it I had 
tound 
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| found this at firſt, I had not erred two hun- 
dred times before I attaincd to practice: 
wherefore men do err. have errcd, and will 

'F#| err, becauſe the Philoſophers have not con- 
T1 ſtituted a proper Agent in their Books, cx- 
| cept one, namely Artephizs. But he ſpeaks 
| according to his judgment 3 and* unleſs I 
had read Artzphius, and perceived his ſcope, 
4 | T had never attained to the Complement of 

| the Work, &c. Do you conſult him, and ye 
| | ſhall know what our Menſtruum is. I have 
| faid cnough. 
? 
/ 
; 


CHAP. VII. 
i | Whether the diſſolving FAenftruum 


VY | be corroſive. 


EBER de Sum. perfed. Cap. 52 ſeems 

to be of this opinion, whillt he faith, 
Every thing that ts ſolved muſt neceſſarily have 
the nature of Salt, Alums, and the like. And 
Peracelſis in his fourth Book Archidox.of the 
Quinteſtence, a little after the beginning, 
fiith thus: It is difficult, and ſcayce credible, 
to extralt 2 Duinteſſence without a Corroſive out 
of Met als, 5::t eſpecially out of Gold, which can- 
not be overcome but by a Corroſive, by which the 

Gnt- 
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Duinceſſence ard Body are one ſeparated from 


the other , which Corroſwve may again be taken 


from it. And Chap. 3. of Long Lite, Tom. 
' 6. Book 3. he thus ſpeaks: Reſolve Gold to- 


gether with all the ſubſtance of Gold by a Corro- 


ſre,&c. and that ſo long till it be made the ſame 


with the Corroſive : nor be you diſmayed becauſe 


of this way of operation 3 for a Corroſroe is com- 


modious for Gold, if it he Gold, and without a 


Corroſtve it is dead. 


Yet you mult know, that our Menſtruun: 
being poured upon Gold, ought not proper- 
ly be faid to be corrofve, but rather hery 3 
the ſirength and vertue of which Arcanum 
overcomes all Poiſons. For every Realgar, 
that is, Mercury vive and ſublimate, as alſo 
precipitate, ought to dye in the Elixirium of 
Sol, and come to a fingular and excellent 
tincture becauſe alfo violent ſolution is not 
made by our Menſtruum, ſuch as by the Re- 
(uſcitatives, Aquafortis and Regia, and others 
of this form 3 but (as was ſaid before in the 
fourth Chaptcr ) it 15 done gently, ſweetly, 
without any noiſe, and with the preſerva- * 
tion of its radical moiſture, with the ſpirits 
of which ( as Lully hath it in his Vade me- 


cm) a vivihcd vertue is infuſed in the mat- 
LCrs., S-. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 
of the practice of the Stone. 
Hen you have 2cquired the tinging | 


VV Soul of the Planet, or the true 


intefſence thereof by previous putrc- 
faction, in which the true Mercury, and the | 
Philoſophers true Sulphur are contained : 
then is your matter prepared, ht to make 
thereby our bleſſed Stone, Take therefore 
(in the name of Him that ſaid, and all things 
were done) of this molt pure mattcr a ſufh- 
cient quantity, put it into a hxing Veſſel, or 
Phial, or Philoſophical Egg , hermetically 
fealed) place it in an Ath2nor, as you know, 
and proceed with a convenient, viz. a digclt- 
ing heat, continual, (for that failing it muſt 
needs dye,or become abortive ){weet,ſubtile, 
altcring,and not burningthat I may uſe the 
» Counts own words ) from the hrit conjun- \ 
ion, even to perfect ablution, government | 
of the Fire, concerning which the anony- 
mous Fhilalethes may be turther conſulted, 
who by the government of every Planet 
clecrly deſcribes the diverlities of colours, 
coagulating and fxing it into the white 4 
rc 
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' red Stone: for ( as Raymund Lally adver- 
_tiſeth)) he that hath not power and patience 


in the work, will corrupt it with too much 


haſie. | 
The ſign of the Work pertected will be 


| this: If the Stone bcing projected upon an 
| hot plate of Venus, doth melc Jike Wax, and 


not ſmoke, but penetrate and tinge, then 


| 1s the Oriental King born, fitting in his 


Kingdom with greater power than all the 
Princcs of the World. Hence a Philoſopher 
crys out, Come forth out of Hell, ariſe from the 
Grave, awake out of Darknefi; for thou haſt put 
on Brightneſs and Spirituality, becauſe the woice 
of Reſurrefion is heard, and the Soul of 
Life is entred into thee, praiſed be the Mot 


\ High, and let his Gifts redound to the Glory of 


his moſt boly Name, and to the good and benefit 


of our neighbour. 


——_—— _ i 
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CHAP. 1X. 
Of the augmentation of the bleſſed 


Stone. 
V 


Hen by the help of God you have 
now obtaincd the aforeſaid incom- 


bultible Sulphur, red with Purple, that you 


ad lets ade nin, 
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may by the repeated inverſion of the Wheel 
(as the Philoſophers term it) know how to 
augment it 3 in which no ſmall myttery of 
Art is contained, we may the ſame way and 
method augment it, whereby we made it 3 
yet you mult know that the oftner our Sul- 
phur, which is our Stone, is moilined or 
nouriſhed by its proper Milk, diflolved ina 
moiſt Balneo, and again coagulated and fixed, 
as in the hrſt work, the tinging vertue of it 
will be always greater 3 ſo that indeed after 
the firſt abſolute work, one part will tinge 
an hundred of purged Mercury, or any other 
imperfect Metal, in the ſecond ſolution by 
Lac Virginis, and the coagulation and hxati- 
on thereof, one part will tinge a thouſand. 
And thus time after time is our Medicine 
augmented and multiplied in quantity and 
quality, in vettue and weight. 
Take therctore one part of our Stone,and 
pour it upon two parts of Lac Virginis,or the 
Mercurial Cyl of Salt putrehed and alembi- 
cated; ſolve and coagulate as you did in the 
firlt work, and our Water which before was 
only a Mineral potentially, is actually made 
a Metal more precious than Gold. And thus 
is the Sione mortihed by ſublimations, and 
revivited by imbibitions, which is the chief 
univerſal way. Thele things being brought 
to a defixed end, Projections may at Fees 
c 
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be made upon this or that Metal prepared, 
' and decently mundifed and fuſed, as you 
have obtained the tinEure either for white 
or red 3 the true uſe of this Art, and all the 
Philoſophers Books, (eſpecially out Philale- 
thes) will abundantly ſhew. 


CHAP. X. 
Of the phyſical uſe of the Stone both 


internal and external. 


OU muſt know concerning this bleſſed 
| Stone, that it is an univerſal Medicine 
containing, in it the perfect Cure of all Dif- 
caſ®, as well hot as cold, o far as they are 
known to be curable by Nature, andare per- 
mitted by God to be curcd. It youenquire, 
how this molt perte&t Medicine, and Cele- 
liial Tin&ure, and ſuch other Univerſal Cy- 
ratives do a&, and operate, by curing-con- 
frary things in Man's Body. We anſwer, 
They pertarin all this by heating , illumina- 
ting, and irradiating the Archexs, as our Phi- 
lolopher Van Helmont hath it in a Treatiſe, 
entituled, There is in Herbs,Words and Stones 
a great Vertne, that they do certainly at without 
their diſſolution or deſtruG}on, without their pe- 
netration. 
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netration, intro-admuſſion, commixture, and com- | 


mutation, alſo afar off upon the drowſie or infla- 
med Arches, as it were bythe fight alone, by the 


rrradiation or ejaculation of their vertues produ- 
ced and. expoſed, their former _ and pro- 


perties being yet retained, and not changed.Aﬀter 
which manner, as Foachimus Poleman excel- 


lently faith, They tranſmmnte the ſpirits of darks 
neſs. to wit, diſeaſes, (which are all nothing elſe 
but the properties of the ſeat of death.or the fore- 
runners of dark and obſcure death ) into good 
Pirits, ſuch as they were when the man was ſound 
in perfect bealth, and by this renovation of the 
defetive powers, ſtrength is withal univerſally re- 


ſtored. 


The doſe of it is from one grain to two, accordin 
to the age and ſtrength of the Paticnt in a draught of 
warm Wine,or i'1 a ſpoonful of the ſame Quince 
diffolved, and taken every third day. In excernaFDiſ- 
eaſes, Wonnds, Cacoertheck and Phagedenich Ulcers, 
Fiſtulaes, Gangreey, Cancer, (5c. one grain is taken 
in Wine every day, or once in rwo days ; but the part 
externally affected is waſhed in Wine, wherein a por- 
tion of our Stone hath been diffolved ; or if neceſſiry 
require, it 1s injected by a Syringe, putting a plate of 

Lead,and a convenient Ligature thereupon. 

And this is the internal and exrernal uſe of this 
great Myſtery conſummated, for the acquiſition of 
which invoke the Light of Light, and with a pure 

| heart pray for the 4l]umination of your underſtand- 
ingand you ſhall receive it : then operate prudently, 


give relief to the Poor, abuſe nor the bleſſings of God, 


eve the Goſpel , andexerciſe your ſelf in Piery. 
Amen, | 
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